REVENANT RED 2017
It’s Really All About the Vineyards
The red varietal for which Stellenbosch is famed for, is
Cabernet Sauvignon. What most people don’t know
though, is that Cinsault used to be the backbone of a lot
of well-known South African Cabernet Sauvignon-based
red blends. These fruit forward, soft and elegant blends
inspired us to revitalize this and create our rendition of
a quality Cabernet Sauvignon and Cinsault blend.
The Cinsault grapes originate from a bush vine block,
which is approximately 35 to 40 years old. It is situated
about 8kms from the ocean as the crow flies and
produces very low yields due to its age and the fact that
is is unirrigated.
The Cabernet Sauvignon vineyards also overlook False
Bay and are 10 to 15 years old. We worked with various
blocks – some that are approximately 250 metres above
sea-level and some rooted a bit lower down. Each block
contributed in their own way to form an elegant, refined
wine.

A Gentle Hand
The Cabernet Sauvignon was de-stemmed and slow
fermented, using the natural yeast from the vineyard. It
only received a maximum of 2 punch downs or pump
overs per day to avoid over extraction too quickly.
The Cinsault underwent a 3-day whole-bunch carbonic
fermentation after which it was stomped by feet, twice
daily, to gently extract only the finest juice over a longer
period of time.
The two varietals were aged separately for 9 months.
The Cinsault in older 600L barrels and the Cabernet
Sauvignon in 225L barrels with no new oak. We then
blended to older 600L barrels and kept the wine in here
for another year before bottling. We don’t fine our
wines, we only give it a basic filtration prior to bottling.
The result is a blend of 80% Cabernet Sauvignon and
20% Cinsault that shows off the beautiful complex fruit
of the cooler Helderberg region, but also caresses with a
soft palate and integrated tannin profile.

And a Few Prayers to
Mother Nature: The 2016/17
Growing Season
What looked like an average harvest, due to the
winter drought, turned out surprisingly well. This
also attested yet again, that Mother Nature always
keeps us on our toes.
The 2016 Cape winter did not see a lot of rainfall
– about half the average – and it was also not
exceptionally cold. We barely saw any snow on the
mountains. Spring started early, which lead to an
early bud burst and flowering. Thankfully we did
not experience strong winds during this period,
which helped with an even berry set.
Seeing that we already experienced drought
conditions during the berry formation stage, cell
formation was also affected and produced small
berries from the start.
In January, we were blessed with a little rain which
assisted the vine to grow without being too
stressed. During the rest of the season we had
beautiful cool evenings and mild day temperatures
and this ensured a proper, even ripening process.
We started picking at the end of January and were
very happy to see little to no rot; small berries with
a lot of concentration, and great acids.

Tasting Notes from the Glass
of Nadia Barnard
An abundance of vibrant red fruit such as red
berries and blueberries can be enjoyed on the nose
with a hint of perfume and dark chocolate. It’s a
wine that keeps you going back to your glass to
appreciate the complexity.
For the palate, we always aim to have a softness
and elegance on our wines. This blend has a good
balance, showing great length but also soft tannins.

The Numbers
• Alc% - 13.78%
• pH 3.5

• TA 6
• RS 3.2

R E V E N A N T - O N E T H AT R E T U R N S A F T E R
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Cinsault was secreted (with no mention on the label) within
many of the great, long-lived Stellenbosch Cabernet Sauvignons
of the 1950’s, 60’s and 70’s, lending elegance and perfume to
these Cape classics. Sadly, this fine and most regal of reds was
later dethroned by more bombastic, yet unworthy usurpers.
The wine in your hand celebrates the glorious rebirth of a
South African classic.
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CONTAINS SULPHITES.
SISÄLTÄÄ SULFIITTEJA.
INNEHÅLLER SULFITER.
ENTHÄLT SULFITE.

